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‘Avonvale’ Churches 
Quinton with Admington, Long Marston, Meon Vale, Welford and Weston 

Whoever you are, you are very welcome to join with us in any of our churches 
Services in December 

Sunday 5th December 
Quinton  10.30am ‘Altogether’ 
 Breakfast Service 
Long Marston  9am Holy Communion  
Welford  10.30am Family Communion 
Weston  No service  
Sunday 12th December 
Quinton  10.30am Holy Communion 
Long Marston No Service 
Welford  10.30am ‘Open Doors’  

(a contemporary service of 
worship and teaching with 
refreshments  from 10.15am)  

Weston  9am Holy Communion  
Sunday 19th December 
Quinton 6.30pm Carol Service and  Stars 
 on the Tree (see page 4) 
Long Marston  4pm Carol Service for all the 
 family 
Welford  9am Holy Communion 
  6.30pm Carol Service 
Weston  No service (Carol Service  on 
 Friday 17th at 6.30pm) 
Wednesday 22nd December  
Midweek Communion in Welford Church at 
10.30am. Everyone welcome.  
Friday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 
Quinton 4pm Christingle with 
 Nativity  (see page 5) 
  11pm Christmas Communion 
Long Marston 4pm Crib Service 
Welford 6pm Carols at The Four Alls 
  11pm Christmas Communion 
Saturday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
Quinton 10.30am Family Christmas 
 Service 
Long Marston 10am Christmas Communion 
Welford 10.30am Family Christmas 
 service 
Weston  9am Christmas Communion 
Sunday 26th December – no Church Services
   

Services in January 
Sunday 2nd January 
Quinton  10.30am ‘Altogether’ 
 Breakfast Service 
Long Marston  9am Holy Communion  
Welford  10.30am Family Communion 
Weston  No service  
Sunday 9th January 
Quinton  10.30am Holy Communion 
Long Marston No Service 
Welford  10.30am ‘Open Doors’  

(a contemporary service of 
worship and teaching starting 
with refreshments  
 from 10.15am)  

Weston  9am Holy Communion 

Sunday 16th January 
Quinton No service 
Long Marston  10.30am Breakfast service 
Welford  9am Holy Communion 
Weston  No service  
Sunday 23rd January 
Quinton 10.30 Family Communion 
Long Marston  No service 
Welford  4th@4pm Messy Church 
Weston  9am Holy Communion (BCP 
 with hymns)  
Wednesday 26th January 
Midweek Communion in Welford Church at 
10.30am. Everyone welcome.  
Sunday 30th January  
5th Sunday United Service  
10.30am at Welford Church with a speaker from 
The Leprosy Mission 

‘Holy Communion’ is usually a traditional 
service of Holy Communion with hymns. 

Communion at Weston on the second Sundays 
 of the month is BCP said 

 
For more information about any of the 

services speak to one of the clergy team 
listed on the contacts on page 27 
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Advent - not just a calendar 
Reflection by the Revd Andrew Goy  

 

 

Am I the only one who feels like their sense of time has 
been warped in some way by the experience of 
lockdown? I could just be getting older, but I swear I 
have never known a year fly by as quickly as this one – 
how on earth are we suddenly at the end of the year,  
with Christmas raising its tinsel-decked head above the horizon? 
I suspect it has something to do with how busy so many of us have been, trying 

to make up for lost time with friends and family, trying to get back on track with 
everything we were used to doing, only doing it all at once. But by the time you 
are reading this we’ll be on the brink of Advent, which is a Season that holds up 
its hand to ‘busyness’ and says ‘stop’. Now Advent may not mean much more to 
you than those 24 doors on that calendar, but please allow me to persuade you that 
it has more to offer… 
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation for both the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth, but also the return of Jesus at the end of history. This means that themes of 
hope, promises fulfilled and God’s faithfulness mingle with making space to 
quietly reflect on our lives and their significance, with prayer and (for some) 
fasting from things we are in danger of taking for granted (a bit like during Lent).  
All of which connect into the value of stopping and quietly taking things in. 

Of course, this stands in stark contrast to what December usually looks like for 
most of us: rushing around making sure we’ve got enough food for the big day, 
shopping for gifts, then all the parties, pantomimes and puddings (I really need to 
go easy on the puddings this year). Kept in perspective, all this stuff can be 
brilliant, but it is in danger of becoming a bit hollow if we lose sight of why we’re 
doing it: the joy of being together, the pleasure of generosity, love for one 
another. Of course, being a vicar, I would say all of these point to the greatness of 
God’s love for us and the wonder of Jesus’ birth among us. 
So can I suggest that you join me in a quiet act of defiance this Advent? I know 

it’s not realistic to simply put down all that other stuff, but how about in the midst 
of it, we make a commitment to take time to hit pause, to rest and reflect?  
Whether it’s a woodland walk at the weekend, a weekly evening given over to 

turning off screens or beginning your mornings with a prayer and a poem – make 
Advent mean something this year. It could be the start of something wonderful.         
 Andrew       
 Reverend Andrew Goy    Communities Minister 
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St Swithin’s Churchwardens’ Report 
 
As we write this our thoughts constantly turn to the Church repairs. Alex 

from Communion Architects in Hereford has been engaged, with 

preliminary work being undertaken. A drone should be used in the next 

week to gain even more knowledge of the work needed on the exterior of the 

church.  

This is not going to be a quick fix; projects of this nature need to go through 
many stages to get to a good outcome. Not least - raising funds to pay for the 
work. To that end do please support our efforts to raise money while also 
enjoying ourselves. 
 The Harvest Supper was a huge success with around 100 people attending. A 
great time was had by all while raising over £1,500. Thanks must go to the many 
people who donated food and prizes, as well as to Village Voices and Tris who 
entertained us for free. Personal thanks go to the team who helped cook, prepare 
the hall, serve and clear up, and to Sue Cook and her bar team. 
 Do come along to The Christmas Craft Fair on 4th December. The work 
which has been taking place behind the scenes for months is amazing. We are 
certainly going to be buying our Christmas presents and decorations! 
We wish you and your loved ones a very Happy Christmas and a Happy, 

Healthy, Peaceful 2022. 
We look forward to seeing you in Church over the festive season. 

 

Jane & Judi (Churchwardens)  see page 27 for contact details 
 

Stars and Hearts on the Christmas Tree 
 

At this time of year many people want to remember loved ones no longer 

with us or give thanks for something or someone special  - for an event, for  

family or friends. One way to do this is to add a star or heart to the Church 

Christmas Tree with your own message.  

If you would like a wooden star or heart, on which to add your own message, 
while raising money for our Church, please contact Jane at  
Janechurchwarden64@outlook.com or phone 07365 517962 and let her know if 
you would like a Star or Heart.  
The Stars and Hearts can be added to the Christmas Tree during the Carol 

Service on Sunday 19
th

 December.  

-  

mailto:Janechurchwarden64@outlook.com


 

5 

 

The place 
for all your 
Christmas 

presents and 
decorations 

 

Saturday 4th 
December 

 

11am – 4pm 
 

Quinton & 
Admington 
Village Hall 

 

Start Christmas with Christingle 
The Christingle Service, at 4pm on Christmas Eve, is a wonderful 

celebration for the whole family. It is a lovely way to anticipate Christmas 

Morning.  

The elements of the Christingle orange surmounted with a candle and decorated 
with a red ribbon and dried fruit have specific meanings:-  
 The Orange represents the World.  
 The Red Ribbon symbolises the love and blood of Christ.  
  The Dried Fruit represents all of God’s Creation.  
  The lit Candle represents light in the world, bringing hope to people living in 
      darkness. 

 

Everyone is welcome to join us at all of the 

Christmas and New Year services on listed page 2 



  

Be   Ready,   Be   Respectful,   Be   Safe   

Quinton   Primary   School   

This   seems   to   come   around   so   quickly   -   time   really   does   fly.    Before   we   know   it,   nights   are   drawing   in,   
leaves   are   falling   and   the   shops   and   adverts   are   bombarding   us   with   Christmas!    Where   does   it   go?   

Things   have   been   going   well   at   school   as   we   have   continued   to   try   and   carry   on   as   normally   as   possible   

with   little   evidence   of   Covid   although   a   fairly   nasty   cold/flu   bug   has   been   doing   the   rounds.    The   great   thing   

about   having   the   privilege   of   working   with   children   is   that   no   two   days   are   the   same.    It   certainly   keeps   us   
on   our   toes!    If   any   prospective   parents   would   like   to   come   and   have   a   look   around,   please   contact   the   

school   on   01789   720317    or   email:    admin2043@welearn365.com    .   

Remembrance   Assembly   
  

After   a   gap   of   two   years,   we   were   delighted   to   be   able   to   have   our   traditional   
Remembrance   Assembly   on   11/11   which   was   well   attended   by   parents   and   

friends.    It   is   so   important   to   keep   the   memories   alive.     

In   school,    the   children   have   all   been   busy   making   their   own   poppy   using   a   

variety   of   materials   to   make   a   collaborative   display   for   Remembrance   Day.   
They've   worked   hard   to   make   them   and   we   think   they   look   beautiful...well   done   

everyone!     

  

Christmas   Performances   

Many   schools   are   not   having   their   usual   performances,   however,   we   feel   that   as   we   have   been   having   our   
regular   WoW   assembly   each   Friday   and   allowing   parents   into   school   for   open   mornings   etc.   without   any   

noticeable   consequences,   we   will   be   going   ahead   with   our   usual   festive   fare   to   which   parents   will   be   

invited.   To   get   us   all   in   the   spirit   of   things,   the   whole   school   (Year   1   -   Year   6)   will   be   going   to   see   Aladdin   at   
the   Spa   Centre   in   Leamington   on   15th   December.   (Oh   no   you’re   not!)   

We   are   also   hoping   to   have   a   small   event   in   the   village   where   our   choir   will   be   performing.   Watch   this   
space!   

Quinton   Primary   school   Fundraiser   

Mrs   Lancashire   has   set   up   a   “gofundme”   page   for   some   computer   equipment   for   school.    Please   use   the   

link   below   for   more   information   or   if   you   think   you   may   be   able   to   help   -   thank   you.   

https://www.gofundme.com/f/quinton-primary-school-fundraiser   

  
Best   wishes   and   take   care,   
David   Skelcher   
Head   teacher   

mailto:admin2043@welearn365.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/quinton-primary-school-fundraiser
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Quinton Parish                  Council Chairman’s notes 

The Taylors Lane/Campden Road Roundabout – It stated on the signs back in 
January that work would last for 22 weeks, and as I write, around 44 weeks later, 
it is not yet complete. Supposedly, it will be in three weeks, around the time this 
is published. Once it appears to be finished, I plan to discover whether any extra 
costs have occrued to you and me which should not be at our expense. Time and 
money wasted at the traffic lights have unfortunately gone. 
 
The St Swithin’s /Main Road tactile crossing / speed constriction – A 
dreadful “solution” to both crossing and speeding right now. I am waiting for 
Warwickshire County Council Highways to get back to me about on their 
conversations with those whose creation it is.  
 
Ditches and flooding – Quinton has experienced flooding in the past and I am 
concerned that the huge deluges that have occurred elsewhere in recent years 
could strike here soon. Much of our rainfall goes into the ditches which need to 
be kept clear of debris and vegetation.  Any semi-blocked ditches near you will 
spill over …. onto your property. If you have sole or dual responsibility, please 
keep those ditches clear. 
 
Pavement parking – Whilst parking on the pavement (built for pedestrians) is 
not always illegal, it is an obstruction to every child, mother with a pram, 
wheelchair user or mobility scooter that cannot get past and has to go into the 
road (built for cars) to get by. Or in the case of some of those users, be 
completely blocked. Following information received, I have today photographed 
one such car, parked across a tactile crossing and within 10 yards of a junction, 
which prevents a mobility scooter user getting to the shop and I have sent that 
information to the Police. Please do not obstruct the pavement.  
 
Councillor vacancy – Quinton Parish Council consists of nine Councillors and a 
Parish Clerk. We have one Councillor vacancy. Myth:  we get paid - Nope. 
Myth: we are in it for ourselves - Absolutely not. Each of us must never serve 
our own interest and must declare any potential conflicts of interest when 
accepting the position and at the beginning of each meeting. We serve the Parish.  
If you are interested in joining us, please email me (address is on page 27) then I 
and some of the others can meet with you for a two-way discussion. 
 

Robert Spooner   Chair Quinton Parish Council 
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Meon Vale         Residents’ Association (MVRA) Update  

On 20th October the MVRA met with representatives of St Modwen’s Development 
and Quinton and Marston Sicca Parish Councils.  
PC Sid Hammond from the Shipston Policing Team was welcomed to the meeting.   
He explained he and two PCSOs cover and are responsible for policing an area of 
approx. 150 sq miles, with 15 villages including Meon Vale. We are hoping PC 
Hammond can join us every two months for an update, giving residents an opportunity 
to engage directly and ask questions. He reported that there were 19 recorded incidents 
in the previous month, including two traffic collisions and several anti-social behaviour 
reports, but overall Meon Vale was a low-rate crime area. Police patrols would continue 
around the village and particularly the skate park.  
We are looking into what would be entailed in setting up a Community WhatsApp group 
and for volunteers to run it. We will be working with the police to have a community 
safety day in Meon Vale in early 2022. (The contact email for the police is on page 27.) 
On 21st October Meon Vale Residents Association had a general meeting where we 
welcomed new members, the discussions lasted two hours.   
Three events took place for Halloween – the fantastic Meon Vale Woods Trail with 
thanks to Adam and Ryan who designed the trail features and to everyone who helped 
on the desk; £233.89 was raised which will help to fund future events and cover costs 
such as insurance. Also, Pumpkin Carving at the Pavilion Coffee House on Saturday 
30th organised by Steph and Jane for the children with more than 30 carvings of all 
designs.  On Sunday, Hot Chocolate Nite with Elfs Reunited, outside Londis. 
Village Hall MVRA is working to get the Village Hall opened up. It held a meeting on 
4th November with St Modwen’s with the aim of forming a committee of residents to 
manage the letting of the hall. We are hopeful that it will be available from early 2022. 
Accessibility Audit Following complaints from mobility scooter users and parents with 
buggies about the lack of dropped kerbs, we have carried out an accessibility audit for 
the whole of Meon Vale. This has been sent to St Modwen Development and local 
councillors and we will be pressing for accessibility issues to be resolved quickly. 
Allotments, next to the skate park, should be ready for use before Christmas.  
Speed calming installed along Wellington Avenue is already having an impact. 
Sports  
The MVRA has been awarded a grant of £5,700 from Sport England to promote new 
sports activities to encourage more people to get active and to get to know each other. 
We are working with Meon Vale Leisure Centre to set up new sports especially for the 
over 50s and for children and families. The grant is supporting the following activities: 
Bat and Chat (table tennis) is proving popular on Wednesday mornings from 10.30am 
to 12noon, followed by a cuppa and chat at the Pavilion.  
No Strings Badminton runs on Monday and Friday mornings from 10am to 12noon.  
Cricket group practises on Sunday mornings and hopes to establish a club next season. 
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Walking Football – a list of interested people is being collated.  
Children’s Holiday activities – hoping to put on some more in the future. 
Lots of other sports have set up this autumn – contact Leisure Centre for details.  
Green Shoots Grant 
MVRA has been awarded £4900 by Warwickshire County Council from its Green 
Shoots fund to help us to tackle climate change. We are looking to purchase water butts 
and compost bins for residents, as well as wildflower seeds.  
Interested? Please complete the form on MVRA Facebook. 
Christmas Events in Meon Vale 
Saturday 27th November - Elf event - time tba   Decorating the Christmas tree in the 
village hall - (free event for kids) 
Thursday 9th December - Christmas Prize Bingo –8pm in Meon Vale Village Hall 
Saturday 18th December  -Father Christmas visiting - time tba - plus carols  
For all the above watch out for posters and Facebook notices giving further details. 
A few useful reminders and addresses: 
The residents’ web site has now been launched www.meonvalera.org and is being 
developed, we are also on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/MeonValeRA,  or just 
search for Meon Vale Residents’ Association,. 
If you would like to get involved and volunteer on community projects and events as 
part of a thriving team of people of all ages, email us on meonvaleresidents@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.meonvalera.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MeonValeRA
mailto:meonvaleresidents@gmail.com


We stock local seasonal fruit and vegetables, over 40 British
cheeses, have a good selection of local gins, rums, whisky,

liqueurs and English wines.

So in essence, everything you need for a delicious Christmas!

You can also order from our handmade fayre which includes
pork pies, sausage rolls, quiche, pate, Christmas puddings,

Christmas cakes, mince pies and much more.

Here at Lower Clopton farm we rear traditional Christmas
turkeys and geese, along with our own beef and lamb, so we

have your Christmas meats covered.

To order
Either pick up an order form in the farm shop or go to our

website and complete our online order form.

Website: www.lowerclopton.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

Orders now being taken
CHRISTMAS
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Queen’s Jubilee  

Celebration 
 
To mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, on 
Saturday 4th June 2022 there will be a day 
of family fun and celebration on Quinton 
Playing Field and in the Village Hall.   
 

What is planned for 4th June so far …. 
Throughout the day: - funfair rides and games catering for all ages from 
toddlers to pensioners; children’s soft play areas, bouncy castles and bumper 
cars, mega slides; adult table football, bucking bronco, laser shoot and team 
competitions.  Family picnic area, BBQ and bar; with a dance in the evening. 
Unique Quinton commemorative medals for all the children in the community  

 …. with many more activities and entertainment in the pipeline 
 

Are you interested in being involved? 
 

 Local groups and individuals are invited to take stalls to 
sell crafts or run competitions and raise funds for their 
organisations or chosen charities. 

 
 Trade stalls will be available for a very nominal fee for the 

sale of local produce and crafts.  
 
 Volunteers are needed to help with the organisation of 

various activities on the day. 
 
To express an interest in taking a stall, to volunteer or just to 
find out more - please contact Rob or Judy on 01789 720773 or 
email robert@sinopartnerships.co.uk 
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Nosh and Natter Group 
Luncheons, Trips4U, Meon Tea & Chatter; 3M’s Café +  Nosh on Wheels 

 

The volunteers and members of Nosh and Natter wish you all a wonderful 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Nosh and Natter Lunches 
December - Wednesday 8th at 12.30pm  
At Tudor Grange Primary School, Meon Vale  
(located behind Meon Leisure Centre) 
We will have Christmas Festivities and it should be a very entertaining lunch. 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
Cost £12 per head.     
Meals on Wheels will still be available at a cost of £10 per person  
January – Wednesday 12th  venue to be arranged 
February – Wednesday 9th  venue to be arranged 
March – Wednesday 9th  venue to be arranged 
 

Trips 4 U 
We are looking forward to 2022 being far more organised.  Plans are for:- 
Days Out:- April 4th Garden Centre visit;   Sept 12th Weston Super Mare; 
                   Nov 14th Christmas City Trip 
 
Holidays:- Summer - May 23rd to 27th - possibility Kings Lynn 
                  Turkey Tinsel – December 5th to 9th - Potters Resort, Hopton on Sea. 
 

Nosh and Natter 
Drop-in Bingo and Coffee Mornings at Corbett House, Lower Quinton on the 
first Monday in the month - 10.30am to 12noon. 
Residents and local people welcome. 
 
For more details on the above please contact Barbara on 07771708151 
 
St Swithin’s Church 200 Club    
Winning ticket numbers in the monthly draws for October and November were: 
October    1st (£30)   133;       2nd (£20)     93;        3rd (£10)    189  
November    1st (£30)   187;       2nd (£20)     41;        3rd (£10)      10 
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Singing together during COP26 
 
For the past few weeks, in company with singing groups all over the 

country, Village Voices have been singing Louis Armstrong's 'What a 

Wonderful World' to celebrate what a wonderful world we live in - but  

also to remember what a fragile and threatened world it is too, with the 

changing climate. 
 

 
Village Voices, under the direction of  
Fiona Thurburn-Huelin (left), singing  
‘What A Wonderful World’ on Armistice Day 

 

What A Wonderful World 

I see trees of green 
Red roses too 
I see them bloom 
For me and you 
And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world 
I see skies of blue 
And clouds of white 
The bright blessed day 
Dark sacred night 
And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world 

The colours of the rainbow 
So pretty in the sky 
Are also on the faces 
Of people going by 
I see friends shaking hands 
Saying how do you do 
They're really saying 
“I love you” 

I hear babies cry 
I watch them grow 
They'll learn much more 
Than I'll ever know 
And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world 
Yes, I think to myself 
What a wonderful world 

Village Voices are a friendly group of people who enjoy relaxed community 
singing for health and pleasure. We sing a variety of old and new songs 'by 
ear', without using written music. 
Interested? Come along on a Thursday morning 10.30am to 11.30am.  

For dates see the Village Diary (page 28). 
Please bring your own drinks and wear a mask as you enter and leave the hall. 
The hall will be ventilated, so if the weather is cold, warm clothing is advised!   
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How the Village Pond has changed 
 

There has been a village pond in Lower Quinton for longer than anyone can 

remember.  In the past few years it has changed considerably from the farm pond 

it used to be.  

 

 

In the 1800s water could drain off the road straight into the pond. 
 

Its transition from the practical working pond, with the water lapping on to the 

unmade-up road, to the fenced-off duck pond it is today is a reflection of how 

life has changed.  Until quite recently the side of the pond by the road was 

shallow and you could still see where the farm carts used to enter the water in 

order to be washed.  

Parish Council proposals 
Proposals by the Parish Council to urbanise it still further have not met with 

unanimous approval.   At their September meeting, the Council approved the 

purchase of an information board and plants for the pond.  It was also agreed that 

the island, which had become an eyesore and been replaced by the floating duck 

house, should be removed.  A second duck house was proposed and has since 

been launched.  

However, the proposal for the installation of a fountain was rejected and a 

decision on replacing the wire fence was deferred until alternative fencing had 

been investigated. 
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The pond has been a haven for wildlife and was somewhere for many 

generations of youngsters to learn about pond life and try out their fishing skills.  

As well as the moorhens and mallard ducks that frequent the pond, it is regularly 

visited by a heron and, for several days last year, it was home to a little egret. In 

the past its natural environment has attracted the occasional kingfisher and 

passing swan.  

In the 1900s post and rails had been put on the roadside edge of the pond with slopes 

at both ends (one where the cows are standing) for farm carts to enter and leave the 

water to be washed.  (pictures from Mrs Vanessa Higgins) 
 

Hazards for wildlife 

For several years domesticated ducks have been an added attraction but all too 

often they just ended up as food for the local foxes, something the island was 

intended to counter.  However they are faced by another hazard, that of the wire 

netting between the post and rails on the roadside, which prevents any quick 

escape from traffic.   

In the spring the pond used to be full of frogs and toads that had returned to 

their birthplace to mate, making it the go-to place to collect frogspawn and see 

myriads of tadpoles. But in recent years, due to the difficulty of access as a result 

of the wire fence and boarding on the road edge, more have ended up as road-kill 

than have made it into the water. 

The challenge for the Council is to maintain the traditional character of a 

village pond, protect the environment and encourage wildlife, at the same time as 

complying with modern day health and safety requirements. 
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Neighbourhood Plan Update 
  
The draft neighbourhood plan for Quinton has been sent to Stratford District 
Council. The next stage is a six-week consultation, run by the District Council, 
and an external examination, after which the plan will be put to residents for 
approval in a referendum.  
The Plan Steering Group has now finished its work and the Parish Council would 
like to thank all the volunteers who have contributed to the draft. Updates can be 
found on the plan website :www.quinton-plan.org 
 

Paul Milliken, Parish Councillor 
 

Quinton Glebe Allotments    Back Lane, Lower Quinton 

 

Vacant plots have recently become available.   If you are interested in growing 
your own produce and would like further information - contact Andy Smith by 
email: smith.ap@outlook.com    
 

 
Sudoku Challenge  

  
Solution on page 19 

 

The Pied Piper 
 
As St Swithin’s News went to press 
tickets for this year’s QUADS 
pantomime were selling fast both 
through JR Stores and on-line at  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/quads 
Covid precautions will be in force 
and those attending performances, 
on 26th, 27th and 28th November, are 
requested to wear masks.  As the 
Hall will be well ventilated you are 
also advised to wear warm clothes. 
 
Pictures hot from the show will be 
included in the St Swithin’s News 
website edition - see 
www.quintonpc.org.uk/community  
 

mailto:smith.ap@outlook.com


NURSING HOME 

PROVIDERS OF FAMILY FIRST CARE  

  Follow us on Facebook 
Quinton House Nursing Home, 

Main Road, Lower Quinton, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

Quinton House  

 

New Sensory Room  
 

Our new sensory room is specially 

designed environment that  provides 

a sensory experience to our         

residents , with a wide variety of  

different abilities.  

We have sand, sea , seagulls and 

seaside background music. Chips in 

a cone or ice cream. We aim to    

engage and re-lift the senses of all 

our residents  

Step inside Quinton House Nursing Home and Quinton Gardens Specialist  

Dementia Unit and you will know you've arrived somewhere special. Over the 

years, we have given each resident a home from home family life. 
 

Quinton House is a family-owned home and has been for over 20 years. This continuity    

coupled to our team’s dedication enables us to deliver even more impressive levels of      

compassionate care; the best Warwickshire has to offer , recently been awarded the 

GOLD STANDARD FRAMEWORK for compassion and care for end of life . 

 

At Quinton House, we are passionate about what we do and how we care for the older    

people we work with. We understand the value of maintaining our residents independ-

ence and that privacy and choice ..Our dedicated and highly trained staff knows that no 

2 people are not the same . We are committed to providing all of our residents, with 

exactly the level of care and support, where and when is  required.  

Top 20 Small Care Home Groups 2020 

We are pleased to announce that we have won this 

award for the second consecutive year and we           

couldn’t be any happier. Our staff have worked hard 

over the year to not only make a difference to our 

residents but, to also assure families that they loved 

ones are in safe hands 

The carehome.co.uk Group Award 2020 highlights 

the most recommended Care Home Groups in the 

UK . The Awards are base on over 120,000 reviews  

from care home residents as well as their friends and 

family  

01789 720247  
 info@quintonhouse.net  

quintonhouse.net  

https://www.facebook.com/quintonhousenursinghome
https://www.facebook.com/quintonhousenursinghome


19 

Happy Birthday wishes 
 
In December (birthstone: turquoise - representing happiness, honesty, and spirituality)  

Harrison Coates celebrates his 6th birthday on Wednesday 1st December 
 
In January (birthstone: garnet - representing peace, prosperity and good health) 

Owen Lewis-Wheatley will be 5 on Sunday 2nd January. 
 

If you have a youngster whose birthday you would like included in St Swithin’s News 
email the details, with a contact phone number, to: editor.swithinsnews@gmail.com 

Christmas Greetings  
Donations instead of cards 
Christmas cards are a way of keeping in touch with people you do not see from 
one year to the next, and possibly making a donation to charity at the same time.   
However, when it comes to those friends you see and talk with regularly, an 
increasing number of people are choosing to make a donation direct to the 
charity of their choice rather than spend it on cards. 
This Christmas, instead of sending cards to their many friends in the parish, a 
number of parishioners are donating the money saved to St Swithin’s Church 
towards the tower and spire restoration fund.   It is not too late to join them and 
add your name to the list for acknowledgement in the Church before Christmas.  
 
St James’s Church Christmas events 

in Long Marston Village Hall 

Christmas Bingo  
Friday 3rd December    
Doors open 7.30pm - eyes down 8pm 

Christmas Bazaar 
Sunday 12th December    
Starts 2.30 pm 
Raffle: stalls: teas: cakes: tombola: plants: 
children’s games: bric-a-brac: Father Christmas 

 

 
Sudoku solution  

– see page 17 
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The service 

you are 

looking for 

could be on 

your 

doorstep  

 

Be 

environmentally 

friendly – use 

local businesses 
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Posh 
Pooches 

 

Mobile Dog Grooming 
 

Spaniels, Golden Retrievers  

and scruffy dogs a speciality 
 

Phone: 

 Linda on 07878195757 

or e-mail:  

 linda.platts@sky.com 
 

 

 

Paul Taylor 

Oil fired Aga and Boiler 

Services 

Contact Paul Taylor  

on 07969451376  or e-mail: 

paultaylorstephen@gmail.com 
 

Call Cookie 
Private Hire 

Licensed Private Hire Taxi 
Service based in Lower Quinton 

 

General Taxi Services : Airport Transfers 
: Railway Stations: Days Out : Nights Out 

: Appointments : Cotswold Tours 
24/7 : Advance Bookings Only : Licensed 

with SDC : Fully Insured 
DBS Checked 

Very reliable & friendly service : 
Reasonable Rates 

07497 626444 
callcookie@hotmail.com 

…..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Cut out this coupon for 

a 20% discount on 

your next treatment. 
 

Only one voucher per 
person per treatment. 
 

Valid until 31/1/22

mailto:linda.platts@sky.com
mailto:paultaylorstephen@gmail.com
mailto:callcookie@hotmail.com
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Grove Garage 

We service and MOT  
all makes of cars and MOT 

motorbikes 

Ebrington   GL55 6NW 
telephone 01386 593000  

             

 
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

 

 

Supporting the local 
farming community 

 

 

 

Telephone: 01789 720265 

Goose Lane, Upper Quinton 

 

 
 
 

Tolley’s Gas Ltd 
A father/daughter business with 

48 years of British Gas experience 

Natural gas and LPG qualified 

Worcester Bosh accredited 

Breakdowns  

 Installation  

Landlord certificates 

 - no job too small 
 

Boiler and fire servicing from £70 
 

Call 07766952993 or 01789777427 
 

‘Which’ magazine Trusted Trade
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24 

Home Cooking 
 
The post-Christmas recipe selected by “Quinton’s Foodlover” is   
 

Easy Leftover Turkey or Chicken Curry 
 

For something simple and tasty after the stress of Christmas Day cooking you 

could try this. Choose whichever curry paste suits your family; Korma Paste is 

the mildest. If cooking rice you can add colour by adding frozen peas and/or 

tinned sweet corn. Serving melon or mango cubes on the side adds a refreshing 

touch. 

 
INGREDIENTS (for 4) 
1 tbsp sunflower oil 
1 large onion, thickly sliced 
1 green pepper, deseeded and chopped 
2 tbsp curry paste 
2 garlic cloves, crushed 
400g can chopped tomatoes 
300g leftover turkey or chicken, diced 
300g leftover cooked potato (either roasted 
         or boiled) diced 
2 tbsp mango chutney 
Small pack of coriander, roughly chopped 
Rice or naan bread, to serve 

 
 

METHOD 
1.  Heat the oil in a large pan over a fairly high heat. Cook the onion and pepper 

for 3-4 mins stirring often until starting to soften and brown slightly. Stir in 

the curry paste and garlic, then cook for another 1-2 mins. Add the chopped 

tomatoes and 150ml water. Bring to the boil and bubble for 5 mins with the 

occasional stir. 

2.  Turn the heat down, stir in the turkey or chicken and potatoes, and cook for 

another 2-3 mins, then season with salt and pepper and add the mango 

chutney. Scatter with coriander and serve with rice or naan.  

This is pretty foolproof even if you are slightly hung-over but remember that 1 

tbsp means 1 tablespoonful!  Enjoy and Merry Christmas. 
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The Garden in Winter for Quinton gardening enthusiasts   
 
Now the clocks have gone back, nights are drawing in and temperatures are 
gradually falling, as are the leaves from the trees.  While my thoughts turn 
to the garden in winter, I am looking out at geraniums and roses still in 
flower, a few dahlias and fuchsias too. Even though they’re not looking their 
best now, I cannot bring myself to take them out of the garden - clinging 
onto the memory of summer, as usual for me! 
I have tidied up the garden and have high hopes for the bulbs I have  planted 
ready for the spring - a mix of tulips, narcissi and muscari. I have also planted 
wallflowers and sweet peas that I’m hoping will give a splash of colour and 
perfume next year. 
As ever, there is still a ‘to do’ list over the coming weeks, even for a tiny garden 
such as ours. Here are a few suggestions you might be interested in: 
 Protect tender plants and shrubs from frost by bringing them indoors or 

wrapping them in a protective fleece. 
 Split herbaceous perennials such as hostas, that may have outgrown their 

space, finding a new space for, or giving away the new plant. 
 Cut back climbing roses (not rambling roses though!) and tie up new shoots. 
 Pot up lily bulbs for Summer 
 Lift dahlia tubers and put them somewhere frost free, or put a protective 

cover over them. 
 If you are a fan of chillies, like me, you can sow seeds now and keep them 

somewhere warm to germinate. 
I would like to encourage as much wildlife to our winter garden as possible this 

year, so will be checking that our bird boxes are fit for purpose, and stocking up 
on a variety of bird foods for over winter. I have left some seed heads on plants 
for the birds to feed on. I will also be putting a bug hotel somewhere sheltered in 
the hope that ladybirds and lacewings might overwinter in it, and making sure 
fresh water is available for wildlife too. 
As it gets dark so early in the evening now, there is the temptation to close the 

curtains, batten down the hatches and forget about the garden, but I would 
encourage you instead to wait awhile to watch the sun go down and see how your 
garden changes with the different light and shade. I have found this quite 
fascinating. If you have a lantern or garden lighting, placing it below a tall plant 

or tree can make it look exotic and magnificent in the dark.    
                                                               Wendy Smith 
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Winter 
 
Here we are again, looking 

forward to Christmas and a 

hopeful New Year. 

When we were first married, in 
the 1960s, Christmas was slightly 
less commercialised than now. This could have been in part because of a general 
lack of money. Most shops didn’t actually put up decorations, just a few seasonal 
things in the window. It’s strange to remember, but there were no ‘fancy goods’ 
shops as such, in Stratford. Loggins the Chemist sold sets of soaps and toiletries, 
doing a very good trade in the last weeks before Christmas - every woman likes a 
pretty box!    
Of course, nowadays we have the Christmas lights which make Stratford so 

beautiful every Christmas season and help to give us a warm, festive feeling. 
This year, there’s going to be a fabulous Craft Fair in Quinton & Admington 

Village Hall on the first Saturday in December. I hope to buy handmade gifts 
there and have lunch, too. There’s such a joy in finding the right present, isn’t 
there? My husband, who is actually a generous man, has always maintained that 
his gift to me comes from ‘Pennypinchers’!  I’ll leave you to guess which shop 
he means. 
Advent is a busy time for me, with cake, puddings, mincemeat and mince pies 

to be made, presents wrapped and of course, decorations to put up. Like many 
villagers, we have outside lights and trees, as well as our indoor Christmas tree 
and nativities. One of my favourite things to do, for the last few years, is to help 
my niece Karen make swags or large wreaths, using fir branches and ribbons. 
We hang them on the double gates of her home. 
This year, we’ll be able to decorate the church as well; it’s a joy to do and 

everyone works hard to make it look wonderful with flowers and evergreen 
foliage. There’s always a large, beautiful Christmas tree with white lights and 
decorations. It all adds to the atmosphere and peace of the services. 
By January, we’re ready for a rest from all of the rich meals and socialising. 

With any luck, we’ll have some clear, dry days, when we can finish tidying the 
garden and enjoy the early snowdrops and the birdsong, which will be gearing up 
for Spring. 

Marguerite 
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Contacts 
St Swithin’s Church 
 Rector:  Revd Ros Greenhalgh  01789 751546  

 e-mail: revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 

 Revd Jim Edie (Curate)                                                                               01789 722416     

e-mail: revdjimedie@gmail.com 

 Revd Andrew Goy (Communities Minister)                                               07554 932271    

e-mail: cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com 

 Revd Yvette Grundy (Assistant Curate)  01789 750006 

       e-mail: ygrundy@icloud.com 

Churchwardens :  Judi Lucas 01789 720239 

                         Jane Spooner 07365 517962  

                                  e-mail: JaneChurchWarden64@outlook.com   

Quinton Parish Council 
 Chairman:  Robert Spooner               07588 524758 

   e-mail: pcquinnrs6493m@outlook.com 

 Clerk: Maria Norman 01789 450242 

   e-mail: quintonpcclerk@gmail.com 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 Chairman: Paul Milliken                   01789 721229 

                                                                       website: www.quinton-plan.org 

Quinton Parish Website                                              www.quintonweb.net/notice-board 
Admington Parish Council 
 Chairperson: Sue Cook 07767205400 

   e-mail: s.cook8@sky.com 

 Clerk: Maria Norman 01789 450242 

   e-mail: warkspclerk@gmail.com 
District Councillor 
 Edward Fitter 07976 693080 

   e-mail: Edward.Fitter@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Meon Medical Centre 01789 720820 

Quinton & Admington Village Hall bookings 
 Rosie Charman 01789 721029 

Nosh & Natter; Trips 4U;  
 Barbara Craig 07771 708151 

Ladies’ Circle 
 Karen Morris 01789 721089 

Police  Shipston on Stour Safer Neighbourhood Team                                01789 444670 

                                                            e-mail: shipston.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:revdjimedie@gmail.com
mailto:cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com
mailto:ygrundy@icloud.com
mailto:warkspclerk@gmail.com
mailto:shipston.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
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  VILLAGE   Diary 

November 
26th  The Pied Piper, QUADS pantomime, Quinton village Hall, 7.30pm (see page 17)  
27th/28th The Pied Piper, QUADS pantomime, Quinton village Hall, 2.30pm (see page 17)   
 27th Decorating Christmas Tree in Meon Vale Village Hall (see page 9) 
 30th Mobile Library, Corbett House, 11.30am-12.05pm; Marston Edge, 1.20-1.50pm  
 30th Quinton Parish Council Meeting, Quinton Village Hall, 7.30pm 
December 
 2th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
 4th Christmas Craft Fair, Quinton Village Hall, 11am – 4pm (see page 5)  
 6th Nosh & Natter Drop-in Coffee Morning, Corbett House 10.30am (seepage 12) 
 8th  Nosh & Natter Lunch, 12.30pm, Tudor Grange Primary School, (see page 12) 
 9th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
 9th Bingo, Meon Village Hall, 8pm (see page 9)  
 16th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13)  
 18th Meon Festive Fun, Meon Vale, starting at 2pm (see page 9) 
 19th Carol Service with Stars on the Christmas Tree, St Swithin’s, 6.30pm (see page 4) 
21st  Mobile Library, Corbett House, 11.30am-12.05pm; Marston Edge, 1.20-1.50pm  
 24th Christingle Service with Nativity, St Swithin’s, 4pm (see page 5) 
 25th Christmas Day Family Service, St Swithin’s 10.30am  
January 
 3rd  Nosh & Natter Drop-in Coffee Morning, Corbett House 10.30am (seepage 12) 
 12th Nosh & Natter Lunch, time & venue to be announced (see page 12) 
 13th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13)  
 18th Mobile Library, Corbett House, 11.30am-12.05pm; Marston Edge, 1.20-1.50pm  
 20th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
 27th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
February 
 3rd  Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
 7th Nosh & Natter Drop-in Coffee Morning, Corbett House 10.30am (see page 12) 
 8th Mobile Library, Corbett House, 11.30am-12.05pm; Marston Edge, 1.20-1.50pm  
 9th  Nosh & Natter Lunch, time & venue to be announced (see page 12) 
 10th Village Voices, Quinton Village Hall, 10.30am (see page 13) 
 

To include a date send to email: editor.swithinsnews@gmail.com or phone 721311 
 

Copy date for the Lent issue is Monday 10
th

 January  

editor.swithinsnews@gmail.com 
telephone 01789 721311 

mailto:editor.swithinsnews@gmail.com
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Quinton welcomes back its annual pantomime  
 

All three performances of The Pied Piper of Hamelin, in the last weekend of 

November, were played to almost full houses. After last year’s enforced 

absence of QUADS’s traditional start to the Christmas season, audiences 

were eager to enjoy themselves and they were not disappointed.   
 

 

Matty Muddle (Amy Day) 

is discovered by Mayor 

Meiserhoffer (Richard 

Belcher) hiding under the 

skirts of Frau 

Pumpernickel (John 

Ryder)  

 
 

Pictures by Chris Roberts 

WiderView Photo 

 

 

Anneleise (Emma Roberts) shows her 

dismay at receiving a gold potty as an 

early 18
th

 birthday present from her 

father Mayer Meiserhoffer. 

 

Emma, hailed as the star of the show, 

stepped in to play the role with just four 

days notice, when Becca Edie had to 

withdraw due to sickness,. 

 
Face masks did little to reduce the volume of audience participation and the 

enthusiasm of the cast reflected everyone’s relief at some return to normality.  

The success of QUADS pantomimes depends on the strengths of all its main 

characters, not just one or two star performers, together with the enthusiastic 

support from its younger members – on this occasion some 20 YoungQUADS 

and TeenQUADS who doubled as children and little rats. 
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Scaredy-Cat (Claire 
Scopes)  about to be 

woken and chased by 
Queen Rat (Barbara 

Ferguson) and her 
henchmen” - Crud 

(Linda Thomas), Muck 
(Karen Morris), Sludge 

(Neil Mckenzie) and 
Gunk (Tony Cook). 

 

 

The Pied Piper, Rattenfanger (Luke French) receives a 
frosty welcome from Fritz (Robyn Hemmings) - also present 

 

 (from the left) 
Alderman Muller 
(John Hyde), 
Annaleise (Emma 
Roberts), Frau 
Pumpernickel 
(John Ryder), 
Matty Muddle 
(Amy Day), and  
Scaredy-Cat (Clair 
Scopes)      

 

The rat pack (YoungQUADS) chase the inhabitants of Hamelin 
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Rattenfanger offers 
to rid the town of the 
rats  

 

       
 
Fritz and Anneleise declare their love for each other with the duet “Lay All Your 
Love On Me”, which received the loudest applause of the show, before Anneleise 
and the children are charmed away to a mountain cave.  On the way to find them 
the rescue party comes across a lonely, lost cow (Mark Avery, back end, with 
Dan Scopes).   
 

 
Meanwhile, trapped in the 
mountain cave, Anneleise 

is trying to keep up the 
spirits of the children 

(YoungQUADS & 

TeenQUADS members) 
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When Rattenfanger 
refuses to release the 
children Fritz challenges 
him to a duel

 

 
Delighted 

to be freed 
from 

captivity 
the children 
burst into a 
going home 

song 

 

Making up the rest of the 37-strong cast - playing townsfolk, children and little 
rats – were Jim Anderson, Georgina Bretherton, Kayleigh Cook, Sophie Evans, 
Georgina Hood, Freya Howat, Phoebe Howat, Olivia Huckfield, Val James, 
Innes Koning, Remy Koning, Thuraya Lewes, Alice Lomax, Lilly Murray, Holly 
Reimer, Alan Rimell, Lillian Roberts, Kamil Szpakowski, Zuzanna, Szpakowski, 
Sophie Taylor, Kacey Wood and Maise Wood.  Our condolences to Becca, 
Elizbeth and Nelly Eddie, who were unable to take part due to sickness. 
 
The whole performance was enhanced by excellent choreograph (managed by 
Robyn Hemmings), magnificent scenery (deigned by Richard Ledwidge), 
stunning costumes (thanks to Linda Hood and Barbara Ferguson), an ideal 
choice of music (directed by Val James with sound control by Suzie  Cook) and 
spot on lighting (Robert Spooner).  It was yet another triumph for director Meryl 
Ashley.   
 

QUADS welcomes new members either to be on stage or to help behind the scenes 
– if you would like to join phone Richard or Heather Belcher – 01789 721711 
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